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Dear Senator Hutchison:
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Thank you for your letter on behalf of Tom Vandergriff, County Judge, Tarrant
County, and the accompanying Tarrant County Resolution regarding the Commission's Billed
Party Preference (BPP) proceeding. On May 19, 1994, the Commission adopted a Further
Notice of Proposed RnJemaking in this proceeding. I have enclosed a copy of the Further
Notice and press release accompanying it for your information.

The Further Notice sets forth a detailed costlbenefit analysis of BPP. This analysis
indicates, based on the available data, that the benefits of BPP to consumers would exceed its
costs. The Further Notice seeks comment on this analysis and asks interested parties to
supplement the record concerning the costs and benefits of BPP. The Further Notice also
invites parties to recommend alternatives to BPP that could produce many of the same
benefits at a lower cost.

The Further Notice also explicitly seeks comment on whether correctional facility
telephones should be exempt if BPP is adopted. Specifically, the Further Notice seeks
additional information on the effectiveness and costs of controlling fraud originating on
inmate lines with or without BPP." The Further Notice also seeks comment on a proposal to
exempt prison telephones from BPP if the operator service provider adheres to rate ceilings
for inmate calling services.

BPP would not preclude prison officials from blocking or limiting inmate calls to
specific telephone numbers in order to prevent threatening and harassing calls. Moreover,
BPP would not affect the ability of prison officials to limit inmates to collect calling or to
program telephone equipment at the prison site to block certain numbers.

No. ot Copies rec'd
List ABCDE "---



The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
Page 2

Thank you for your interest in this proceeding. I can assure you that the Commission
will carefully examine all of the comments submitted in response to the Further Notice.
including additional empirical data regarding the costs and benefits of implementing BPP and
the impact of BPP on telephone service from correctional facilities.

thleen M.H. Wallman
Chief
Common Carrier Bureau

Enclosures



KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
TEXAS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4304

August 26, 1994

Congressional Liaison
1919 M St~eet, MW
Washington, TX 20554

Dear E'ir/Madam:

The attached cam-unication was forwarded to me by a
com:;tit1.~fmt who ilJ concerned about ~ matter th"lt falls within your
agency's j~risdic~ion.The problem set forth by the C~ssioner's

Court is "l.1nique arid valid. Your consideration of important request
would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your courtesy.

By Direction of:

KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
, .

- "- ~-



TOM VANDERGRIFF
Couaty Juclp

(817)11(.1441
FAX (817) II4..t7I8 July 28, 1914

Couaty AdmiJdAration Builclina
100 Ea. Weatherford Street

Fort Worth, Tesa. 78196-0101

The Honor.ble Kay a....y Hutchison
u. S. senete
1100 Commerce, #7C14
08...., TX 75242

Re: Billed P.rty Preference; CC Docket No. 92·77

De.r sen.tor Hutchison:

On behalf of the entire Tarrant County CommIMIonera Court, I am writing to
expr_ our unanlmoua oppoeltton to the propoeal to Implement Bill Party
P,eference and to request th.t the Fed....1Communications Commlnlon defeat the
me.aure.

The attached reeoIutIon cIMt1y outIIn.. the r.-ons why Tarrant County
oppoee. tNa propouI. MHIIng the telephone ..rvIce nMda of .allinmatea I. vaatly
dlflerent from IlCkIrMaIng teI.phone .....,neecIe for the general public. Aa.
,..ult, It la Imperlltlve that Inmate telephone MrvIce be exempt from 8PP.

Sincerely,
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TARRANT COUNTY

RESOLUTION

REQUESTING THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION TO DEFEAT
THE PROPOSAL TO IMPLEMENT BILLED PARTY PREFERENCE (SPP)

.......Tex. count'" ..e required by the T.... JaB Standarda Comml88lon to prcwtde Inm8t.
acceea to tegal couneel andlor family by phone, whether local or long d"'nce; and

....... theC~..... Court Ie rNpOn8lble for complying with th.. requlrementa: MCI

WHEJEAS. the Hale r.-on for I"" party Preference (IPP) la to lnaure ua.. or public
comrnunlcatlona open KC••a to their long cllatance carrier of choice. and the by-pau regu"'lona
In p18ce today already aHow for the publlc'a open acceee to carrier of choice; and

....... by not allowing payphone owners and 1000010n cllema the right to chooae the prJ"*,
long dIatance carrier on their equipment. the owner andlor 1000010n client IOMS the ability to
negot.... hllr commlMIona from their _eeled carrier; and

WliilllEAS. the net reeult of thIe altuatlon I. ttllIt location owner. and cltenta loae their rlghte to fair
commlealon. on revenue genented from their propert'..; and

......, ........ the t.lephOne aervlcen'"of jail 'nmat.. la vlt8tty different from genera' public
communication UMn and. therefore. Inmllt. telephon•••rvlce should be exempt from BPP; and

WHI!MAS, correcttonallnatlutlona are allowed to 1) cut off any collect call to a location where third
ptII'ty or call conterencIng Ie detected and 2) determine whether or not the IMtltutlon wlH even allow
the Inm"e to m•••Ie;

NOW, 1lEJEFOIE, • IT .....VED, thai we. the CommtMlonera Court of Tarrant County. do
hereby atrongIy opp.. the pro,." to Implement Bill Party Pr.....ence and requeet the Feder..
Communlcattona CommI••1on to ..... the propoeal.

IN WI'TNI!8S WtBIEOF. we·"" hereunto Nt our handa and caUMCI the grellt ..., of Tarrant
County to be atnxecl thte 2teh day of July. A.D. 19M.


